
The Ultimate WordPress Enhancement 
Checklist
Make your WordPress site faster, safer, and better! Æ

by David Osayande
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Getting Started: Safety First!

Back up your entire website
Example: Use plugins like UpdraftPlus or BackupBuddy

Update WordPress to latest version
Example: Currently on 6.3? Update to 6.4 through Dashboard → 
Updates
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Part 1: Speed Optimization
Clean Up Your Database

Remove spam comments Example: Delete 100s of spam comments with one click using Akismet

Delete unused themes Example: Keep only your active theme and maybe one backup theme

Remove inactive plugins Example: If you're not using Yoast SEO anymore, delete it completely

Image Optimization
Compress all images Example: Using Smush, reduce a 2MB image to 200KB without losing quality

Add lazy loading Example: Images only load when users scroll to them

Use proper image sizes Example: Don't use a 2000px wide image in a 300px space

Caching Setup
Install a caching plugin Example: WP Rocket or W3 Total Cache

Set up browser caching Example: Tell browsers to save your logo for 1 month

Enable GZIP compression Example: Compress files to load 70% faster
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Part 2: Security Enhancement
Basic Security

Change admin username Example: Change from "admin" to "jane_smith_2024"

Use strong passwords Example: "Purple_Monkey_Dishwasher_2024!" instead of "password123"

Enable two-factor authentication Example: Use Google Authenticator app as second login step

Advanced Security
Limit login attempts Example: Block IP after 5 failed logins

Hide WordPress version Example: Remove "?ver=6.4" from your source code

Secure wp-config.php Example: Move it above root directory
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Part 3: SEO Optimization
Basic SEO

Install SEO plugin Example: Yoast SEO or Rank Math

Set up XML sitemap Example: Create sitemap.xml for Google to read

Fix broken links Example: Use "Broken Link Checker" to find dead links

Content SEO
Optimize page titles Example: Change "About" to "About Our Web Design Company | City Name"

Add meta descriptions Example: Write unique 155-character descriptions for each page

Use header tags properly Example: One H1 per page, multiple H2s for sections
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Part 4: User Experience
Mobile Optimization

Test mobile responsiveness Example: Check your site on iPhone and Android devices

Improve tap targets Example: Make buttons at least 44x44 pixels

Optimize forms for mobile Example: Use large input fields and clear labels

Content Enhancement
Add table of contents Example: Use plugins like Easy Table of Contents

Improve readability Example: Use short paragraphs and bullet points

Add clear calls-to-action Example: Big "Contact Us" button in contrasting color
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BONUS TIP: The Secret Speed Booster Æ
Add this code to your .htaccess file for instant speed improvement:

# Leverage Browser Caching

ExpiresActive On
ExpiresByType image/jpg "access plus 1 year"
ExpiresByType image/jpeg "access plus 1 year"
ExpiresByType image/gif "access plus 1 year"
ExpiresByType image/png "access plus 1 year"
ExpiresByType text/css "access plus 1 month"
ExpiresByType application/javascript "access plus 1 month"

Monthly Maintenance Checklist
Check and update plugins

Review security logs

Test site speed

Back up website

Check broken links

Review analytics
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Common Problems & Solutions

Site is Slow

✅ Check: Run speed test using 
GTmetrix

✅ Fix: Enable caching and 
compress images

✅ Monitor: Track speed 
weekly

Security Issues

✅ Check: Run security scan 
with Wordfence

✅ Fix: Update passwords and 
remove unused plugins

✅ Monitor: Review security 
logs daily

SEO Problems

✅ Check: Use Google Search 
Console

✅ Fix: Update titles and meta 
descriptions

✅ Monitor: Track rankings 
weekly

Track Your Progress
Keep track of these numbers:

Page load time (should be under 3 seconds)1.

Google PageSpeed score (aim for 80+)2.

Security scan results (should be all green)3.

Broken links count (should be zero)4.

Mobile usability score (should be 100%)5.

Next Steps
Want expert help? contact me1.

contact me on linkedin2.

Subscribe to our newsletter for updates3.

Remember: Take it step by step. You don't need to do everything at once!
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